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RES Philosophy
The Renfrew philosophy is encapsulated in the organization’s catch phrase “Helping Kids Soar.” It is Renfrew’s mission to serve children and families and to provide the best possible programs and services so that children can grow and work towards their potential. It is because of these statements that drew me to this organization, as they aligned tightly with my own personal teaching philosophy. 
 I have a passion for learning and feel that every person has the right to be taught. I believe humans are intrinsically and uniquely wired to seek out knowledge. Education today, should without question, be made available and accessible to everyone, as it is been characterized as a human right. I also feel that in order for this to be translated into practice, it should be interpreted that in order for an individual to learn, they must be provided with the resources to learn in a manner that best suits their needs and abilities.
	Today’s classrooms have broad spectrum of students, ranging from a variety of ethnic backgrounds, students with mild to severe disabilities, students who are exceptional, along with everything else in between. As an educator is I feel that is very important to teach to all types of learners, allowing for maximum inclusivity. 
Teaching to the notion of 21st century skills, I feel is very valuable and an innovative way to educate students.  There is so much value in focusing on teaching students how to be creative and innovative. Twenty-first century learning also puts emphasis on teaching the students how to think critically and problem solve.  It encourages students to communicate clearly along with the ability to work in partnership with others. The skills that 21st century learning provides, prepares students to be responsible citizens of today’s society. I believe this new approach to teaching is very exciting. 
I believe that first and foremost it is my responsibility to provide a safe and welcoming environment for every student in my classroom. A child cannot learn in an environment where they feel threatened.
	Secondly, it is my responsibility as a teacher to be aware. I need to be aware of the different categories of learners and how to apply this knowledge into my classroom. I need to be aware of the range of issues that may impede a students learning, such as social/family issues, medical/health issues, and exceptionalities. I not only need to be aware of these matters but it is essential that I be able to teach in a manner that reaches all students by implementing and practicing a wide variety of teaching techniques. I additionally feel it is my responsibility to be aware of and understand the avenues and supports that are available for a student to receive the proper provisions in order to learn at their optimum level.

Next, I have to be available and approachable to my students and their families in order for them to feel safe to voice their opinions, or any issues or concerns, however big or small. There needs to be an open and safe dialogue but with healthy boundaries. With that being said, I also would consider myself within my role as an educator to be an advocate for not only my students but for their families, my school, and my community. It is important to me that attention is brought to concerns by any of these parties to the proper powers in order for circumstances to change.
My desire to become a teacher is not limited to sharing my passion for learning with others but to be conscious of how I am relaying new knowledge in a way that every student in my classroom is being accounted for. Being a teacher is also to be human. To me that means that relationships need to be build out of a nurturing environment that involves cooperation and trust. It is through this relationship that students’ needs are met or accounted for.
Through out my career I hope to continually improve upon my methods of teaching. I feel that continual professional development as well as constant collaboration with my colleagues is crucial to being an effective teacher. I feel that acknowledging weaknesses and faults is also an important part of growth and development. I hope through both collegial and student evaluations, I will learn of where and what I need to improve upon to be able to teach my students to the best of my ability. 
Teaching is very important to me. It is through the support of teacher’s that I have encountered throughout my lifetime that have inspired and encouraged me to achieve my goals and aspirations. I believe it is especially important to pass this philosophy on and to encourage and shape future generations. Reaching every student and making them feel unique and worthy, is worth investing in. I want to make a difference in people’s lives. I aspire to get to know each student and colleague personally and not to let them just be another face I just pass by.
Therefore, with my philosophy tightly aligned with Renfrew Educational Services’, the RES philosophy will be evident in my classroom. It is my goal to help kids soar!

Image of the Child
How does your image of the child influence your interactions with children?
	
My image of the child has everything to do with how I interact with them. I know that I am responsible to care, nurture, and educate these precious souls until they return to the care of their caregivers. I have create environments that foster to their abilities, imaginations, and pushes them into new territory in every aspect of learning.

How do you notice and name each child as a mighty learner and citizen?

Every child has potential and is capable of learning and becoming a useful member of society. Each child is different and has different capabilities and strengths that need to be developed in order to achieve their true potential. I recognize that and will create IPP programs for each child to help them continue their individual path to success. I will also create a dynamic learning environment within my classroom that allows every student in my classroom successfully achieve their educational goals.

How do you view each child’s questions?

Questions from a child demonstrate their curiosity and determination to learn. As a teacher it is my responsibility to try and answer their questions as best I can and to continue to foster their inquisitive minds to continue to ask more and more questions.

How do you view risk-taking ventures?

Risk-taking ventures I interpret as a couple different possibilities. The first would be that people or children find themselves in risk-taking ventures to see where their/the boundaries are. How far can I go and still be safe or not endure any negative consequences? Another possibility would be to further personal growth. If a person is to stay static in their environment then there is little to no potential for learning and growth. “One can not learn to swim if you first do not get into the water!” some may say. 

How do you view the busy child?

A busy child is just a child that wants to take “it all in.” So many things and adventures intrigue them they want to do it all. There is no fault to being busy, but fostering some focus to accomplish one task at a time is crucial, I believe.
Image of the Educator
What is your role in the children’s lives?

See web on previous page. 

What kind of place do you want to create for the children?

I want to create an environment that nurtures the student’s learning physically, mentally, and socially. It is also a place that the children will feel special, part of a bigger community than their family that is loving and supportive and most importantly where they feel safe and free to be themselves.

What part do you play in the lives of the children’s families?

I have to be available and approachable to my students and their families in order for them to feel safe to voice their opinions, or any issues or concerns, however big or small. There needs to be an open and safe dialogue but with healthy boundaries. With that being said, I also would consider myself within my role as an educator to be an advocate for not only my students but for their families, my school, and my community. It is important to me that attention is brought to concerns by any of these parties to the proper powers in order for circumstances to change.

What does play mean to you?

Play has many valuable purposes. To me, play is a means by which children develop their physical, intellectual, emotional, social, and moral capacities. Play is absolutely crucial in the lives of children and adults for that matter!

What are you learning?

As a teacher I am still learning, still evolving and still developing. I am learning how to incorporate the unique learning needs of my students into my planning. I am learning to self-reflect and to grow from that reflection. I am learning to work as a leader in my classroom, to have confidence in my leadership but also to learn from others. I am learning to be a better teacher alongside each child in my class. 



What can you research?

There are many things that I’d like to research but I’ve been reading about and attended a workshop on play-based learning and how set up learning zones.  I’d also like to take some time to read The Hundred Languages of Children: The Reggio Emilia Experience in Transformation by Carolyn Edwards, Lella Gandini, and George Forman, along with the book Working in the Reggio Way: A Beginner’s Guide for American Teachers by Julianne P. Wurm. 

I’d also love to learn and do more research on different calming techniques in children with special needs. 

What do you imagine?

Well, this is a very open ended question! However, pertaining to education I’d say that I imagine that one-day that no child or person is ever denied the chance to be educated or go to school. I know that although, this is currently a right according to the United Nations, I know that is far from the truth or reality of the current situation around the world.  

Unit Plans Outline
Unit Plan
Fairy Tale Unit Plan
A.	Literacy
1.	Magnetic letters for letter and word recognition

2.	Various fairy tales books
In the reading area there were always a variety of fairy tale books available for students to look at and read. Each week we will focus on a certain story and do planned activities based out of that fairy tale.
3.	Fairy Dust
A tray with coloured salt and sparkles that students can use their fingers to draw letters, number, and pictures in.
4.	Fairy Tale Felt Board Play Sets
B.	Dramatic Play
1.	Variety of fairy tale theme costumes
2.	Large play castle
3.	Little People Castle Play Sets
C.	Sensory
1.	Handprints Castle Art
2.	Play Dough

Play dough always available with a variety of different tools to play with it. E.g. rolling pins, cutting tools, stamps, cookie cutters. 
3.	Fizzing Ice Cubes
Making fizzing ice cubes with a mixture of water, jello mix and baking soda. Once frozen students will spray the cubes with vinegar and watch them fizz and disappear.
D.	Motor Skills
1.	Fine Motor
a.	Three Little Pig Art
b.	Assorted Fairy Tale Tracing Pages
c.	Various Fairy Tale Puzzles
2.	Gross Motor
a.	Giant Walking
b.	Building Castles with Large Blocks
E.	Science
1.	Growing a Beanstalk
Growing a beanstalk with lima beans, cotton balls, and clear plastic cups.
F.	Math
1.	Attribute Sorting
Students use variety of pictures and objects that can be sorted in a variety of different ways such as by size, colour, feature, etc.
2.	Math Ten Frame Mats
Students use the ten frame mats to learn number recognition, word recognition, and number sense.
G.	Social Studies
1.	Different Types of Housing in Fairy Tales

Detailed Zone Plan

Dramatic Play Zone – Fairy Tale Unit
· Materials:
· Large variety of costumes such as kings, queens, princess, knight, horse, dragon, fairy, Robin Hood, Little Red Riding Hood, etc.
· Large plush castle play structure
· Sand/water table structure
· Stuffed dragons
· Pillows, blankets
· Fairy tale puppets
· A variety of fairy tale felt story pieces
· A few fairy tale books

· RESPONDING, ATTENDING, INITIATING
· In my classroom the activities in each zone can be classified and a variety of the different opportunities for learning. For some materials a student may be use them at the attending phase where another student may use them at the responding or initiating phase. For example, with the felt board story pieces, some students may just move them around the board or take them off the board and put them back on showing they are at the attending phase. While another student may use them more for dramatic play and make up their own story or scenes (responding). Finally, another student may be familiar with story pieces and act out or play out each scene of the story with the corresponding fairy tale book in the zone (initiating).

· The zone is differentiated by outcome, with activities such as the felt story pieces or puppets to foster higher-level thinking and costumes and play structures to foster joint attention in others. The staff has knowledge of the working levels of all the children and therefore engage within the zone appropriately with different children. All aspects of the zone are accessible by all children with the differentiation by outcome being how DAP is fostered.

· Targeted Skill Sets
· Social-turn taking, sharing space, parallel play
· Motor- dressing
· Play- imagination, creativity, sharing
· Literacy- Reading books, felt board storytelling
· Communication- felt story

· Zone Accessibility 
· They incorporate activities on different surfaces and at different heights and use a variety of materials to ensure all learning modalities are incorporated. All aspects of the zone are accessible and encouraged to all, but differentiated outcomes are relevant to developmental abilities.
Hanging Costumes and Book Display
Sand/Water Table
Selves with Costume Accessories and Puppets
Castle Play Structure
Felt Board Play Area
Dramatic Play Zone Map
Weekly & Daily Schedule
Utilization of Other Spaces in the School
Life Skills
Twice weekly incorporating cooking activities to encourage following directions, daily living tasks such as zippers and pouring to foster independence, sensory play to encourage engagement and games to teach topics such as recycling, safety and personal information. 

Sensory Gym
Several weekly time slots for the whole class, where half the class go to the sensory gym and engage in strengthening, motor planning and engaging activities. In addition, some children have individual time scheduled to help develop focus, joint attention and sensory activities such as the swing and roller. 

Multisensory Room
Several students visit this room twice weekly to engage in sensory regulating programs as well as to develop joint attention and communication within a calming but stimulating environment. 

Playground
Twice daily the children engage in social, gross motor activities outside. Adults are present to both facilitate and maintain safety, but this time is ‘free’ for the children to engage and express themselves as they wish fostering adventure, independence and social skills. In addition, one student engages in additional recess with the older classes to help develop positive older peer relationships and to encourage role modelling. 

April
· Field trip with Mike

May
· Telus Spark Centre

June
· Calgary Zoo
Field Trip Plans

The children in my class have a variety of learning needs and individual goals. This means that one assessment tool will not be sufficient to serve all the children in my class. Instead, children’s progress throughout the year will be assessed in the following forms:
1. Anecdotal and Observational notes will be by the classroom team in the children’s files. 
2. Skill based work and art samples will be collected throughout the year and kept in their individual portfolios.
3. Photographs will be taken and used in picture books of special events and of the children engaging at centres.
4. Individual Program plans are created for each student and these goals are monitored and tracked weekly on tracking sheets.
5. Informal assessments throughout the year will be help and modifications are made according to the progress and effectiveness of each goal.
6. Meetings are held often, to review progress and develop strategies. 
Assessment  & Observation
Peek of the Week
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Michelle Leafloor's Lesson Plans for the Week of Nov 13, 2016



Mon, Nov 14 (Day A) Tue, Nov 15 (Day B) Wed, Nov 16 (Day C) Thu, Nov 17 (Day D) Fri, Nov 18 (Day E)



EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(8:45 AM - 10:00 AM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



-Spin Art



EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(8:45 AM - 10:00 AM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



-Spin Art



EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(8:45 AM - 9:30 AM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



-Spin Art



EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(8:45 AM - 9:30 AM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



-Spin Art



EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(8:45 AM - 9:30 AM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



-Spin Art



SNACK (10:00 AM - 10:25 AM) SNACK (10:00 AM - 10:25 AM) SLP & PT GROUPS (9:30 AM -



10:00 AM)



SLP comes in and focuses
on a speech language group
and PT comes in and
focuses on a gross motor/
muscle strengthening groups.



DAISY VISIT (9:30 AM - 10:00 AM) PT GROUPS (9:30 AM - 10:00 AM)



PT comes in and focuses on
a gross motor/muscle
strengthening groups.



FITNESS BREAK (10:25 AM -



11:00 AM)



FITNESS BREAK (10:25 AM -



11:00 AM)



SNACK (10:00 AM - 10:25 AM) SNACK (10:00 AM - 10:25 AM) SNACK (10:00 AM - 10:25 AM)



SLP GROUPS (11:00 AM - 11:45



AM)



SLP comes in and focuses
on a speech language group



BUDDY TIME (11:00 AM - 11:45



AM)



Exchange a few students
with Lenore’s class and have
students interact with each
other.



FITNESS BREAK (10:25 AM -



11:00 AM)



FITNESS BREAK (10:25 AM -



11:00 AM)



FITNESS BREAK (10:25 AM -



11:00 AM)
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Mon, Nov 14 (Day A) Tue, Nov 15 (Day B) Wed, Nov 16 (Day C) Thu, Nov 17 (Day D) Fri, Nov 18 (Day E)



LUNCH (11:45 AM - 12:20 PM) LUNCH (11:45 AM - 12:20 PM) EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(11:00 AM - 11:45 AM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



Circle Time



Hello Song



-Story “Hello Red Fox”



• Using interactive methods
to encourage participation



-Singing & Dancing



EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(11:00 AM - 11:45 AM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



Circle Time



Hello Song



-Story “Hello Red Fox”



• Using interactive methods
to encourage participation



-Singing & Dancing



EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(11:00 AM - 11:45 AM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



Circle Time



Hello Song



-Story “Hello Red Fox”



• Using interactive methods
to encourage participation



-Singing & Dancing



FITNESS BREAK (12:30 PM - 1:00



PM)



FITNESS BREAK (12:30 PM - 1:00



PM)



LUNCH (11:45 AM - 12:20 PM) LUNCH (11:45 AM - 12:20 PM) LUNCH (11:45 AM - 12:20 PM)



QUIET TIME (1:00 PM - 1:20 PM)



Relaxation music



-Encourage students to relax
and/or engage in a quiet
activity



QUIET TIME (1:00 PM - 1:20 PM)



Relaxation music



-Encourage students to relax
and/or engage in a quiet
activity



FITNESS BREAK (12:30 PM - 1:00



PM)



FITNESS BREAK (12:30 PM - 1:00



PM)



FITNESS BREAK (12:30 PM - 1:00



PM)



EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(1:20 PM - 2:00 PM)



Various opportunities for
different goals to be targeted
within a variety of different
learning zones



AT GROUPS (1:20 PM - 2:00 PM)



AT come in and focus on a
communication group



QUIET TIME (1:00 PM - 1:20 PM)



Relaxation music



-Encourage students to relax
and/or engage in a quiet
activity



QUIET TIME (1:00 PM - 1:20 PM)



Relaxation music



-Encourage students to relax
and/or engage in a quiet
activity



QUIET TIME (1:00 PM - 1:20 PM)



Relaxation music



-Encourage students to relax
and/or engage in a quiet
activity



SNACK (2:00 PM - 2:20 PM) SNACK (2:00 PM - 2:20 PM) EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(1:20 PM - 1:40 PM)



LIBRARY (1:20 PM - 1:40 PM) EXPLORATION & LEARNING



(1:20 PM - 1:40 PM)



Michelle Leafloor Page 2 of 3
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Michelle’s Classroom 



Peek of the Week 



October 11-14, 2016 



Michelle Leafloor           Email address:MichelleLeafloor@renfreweducation.org 



Ph:  403.291.5038  ext. 1335        



Janice McTighe Centre        Webpage: www.renfreweducation.org 



2050 - 21 St. NE Calgary, 



 AB T2E 6S5                                                         



 



 



 



 Weekly Activities 



This week we are continuing to 
explore our Fairy Tale Unit. 



Classroom zones will consist of a 
variety of toys and learning 



materials for students to explore 
independently, small groups 



facilitated by an adult or with 
their peers. We will also 



continue to focus on new 
classroom routines, building new 



friendships and following our 
daily classroom schedule. 



** I also encourage you to send 
to school your child’s favorite 



fairy tale story and we well share 
it with the class. 



 



Dates to Remember 



Oct. 14 – School 
Assembly at 2:30 



Oct. 27 – Family Night 



 



 



Book of the Week 



The Gingerbread Man 



 Each day at circle time we will 
read the story in an interactive 
way, using puppets, masks, and 



story pieces. 
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